
The 20th anniversary of TERRE DES FEMMES 2001 
 
“A Glimpse into the Worlds of Women” – film week at the Arsenal Cinema – 
Tübingen  from the 15th to the 21st of November 2001 
 
The Program  
 
Women are half of the world’s population. 
They comprise two thirds of the work force. 
They receive a tenth of the world’s income.  
They own less than a hundredth of world property 
 
In 2001 TERRE DES FEMMES, Germany’s largest organization for the defense of 
human rights for women, celebrated their 20th anniversary. In 1981, reports about 
the dramatic fates of women in the Middle East, marked the founding of our 
organization, which since then has been dedicated to the fight against a multitude of 
world wide human rights offences: trafficking of women for slavery and forced 
prostitution for women and children , genital mutilation,  murders committed in the 
name of preserving the honor of the family (the so called honor deaths), the 
exploitation of women working in textile factories in low income countries, rape and 
domestic violence.  
 
Much progress has been made: public awareness of violence directed at women has 
grown and has led to numerous legal changes: for example, since 1993, German sex 
tourists, who have sexually abused children, especially girls, while on vacation 
abroad can be prosecuted in Germany. Since 1997, domestic rape can be legally 
punished. Since 2000, spouses can receive residence permits after two years instead 
of four; in the case of violence, they can receive their residence permit immediately.  
 
In honor of the Mirabal sisters murdered in the Dominican Republic, November 25 
has been chosen  as the international “Say no to violence toward women” day. In 
commemoration of this day, the TERRE DES FEMMES presented a cinematic overview 
of the thematic areas with which we have been concerned over the last twenty 
years. This film week has been put together with the cooperation between the 
representative of women issues of the city of  Tübingen,  Arsenal Cinema and the 
support of  women of the Women´s Forum Tübingen.  
 
The week began with “Bread and Roses” , from the unorthodox and multiple prize 
winning British director, Ken Loach- a humorous and breathtaking feature film about 
the illegal immigration to the USA. In addition to this film, documentaries and feature 
films from all over the world were shown, as well as production from young cineastes 
which have rarely been shown in Germany before. Among these films is “Mujeres 
Adelante”  about women’s participation in the Native Indian freedom movement of 
the Zapatistas in Chiapas, Mexico and “Cherchez la Vie” about the women textile 
workers and street merchants in Haiti. “Made in India” is an impressive 
documentation about six fascinating women in the Labor Union of Independent 
Women Workers , SEWA, in India.  
 



The feature film “Lucia” from Cuba – a classic, which has been seldom shown in 
Germany- portrays the involvement of three women in the fight for emancipation, in 
various periods of the last century. It thematicizes the Machismo in the revolution, a 
taboo subject, that was likewise addressed later in the Zimbabwean film “Flame”. 
“The History of  Qiuju” leads us to rural China of the 90s in the middle of the 
conflicts of family planning. “Warrior Marks” with author Alice Walker, and “Bolokoli” 
cautiously explores the subject of  genital mutilation. “Hottentotten Venus” and 
“Westwards” takes up the topic of the women slave trade in the 19th and 20 
centuries.  
 
The major film producers of the West have devoted fewer and fewer films to the 
topic of women’s rights than was the case in the past decades. The reverse is true in 
third world countries. In western countries, the younger generation of women seem 
more likely to take for granted the rights which were hard won through the last 
generations rather than to take women’s rights up as a central theme. In light of 
this, we’ve particularly turned to films from the third world which critically 
challenges: What kind of world are today’s girls growing up in? How are they coping 
with violence, poverty, war, flight, cultural gaps, and the dictating of roles by 
fundamentalism, on the threshold of the third millenium? These girls are in the 
forefront of films like, “The Apple”, “The Little Merchant in the Sun”, “Letters to 
Adults”, “Juliana”, “Mossane” or “ Ask, Why Not?”. The modest survey of various 
realities, the description of these spirited, courageous personalities, show that each 
girl and each woman, independent of their country, culture, religion, social stratum, 
can decide at any moment over her life and struggle for their dignity.  
 
We would like to thank everyone whose support has made this program possible, 
and we hope to have contributed to new insights with a Glance into the Worlds of 
Women. 
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